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https://education-4-change.org/

STAFF HIGHLIGHTS

We are delighted to welcome Deratu
Aman Araso to the Education 4 Change
team as the full-time librarian at Hope
Library in Kelafo, Ethiopia. Dertau holds
a Bachelor of Science degree and brings
valuable experience from her current
work in a professional laboratory setting,
where she has developed strong
technical, organizational, and analytical
skills.

Deratu’'s commitment to learning and
community development makes her a
wonderful addition to our staff. In her role
at Hope Library, she will support student
programming, teacher engagement,
and literacy-focused initiatives, helping
to create a vibrant space where children
and educators can grow, explore, and
thrive.

“As the mnew Hope librarian in
Kelafo,” said Deratu. “I am excited to
connect students with the knowledge
they seek.”

We are grateful to have Deratu join the E4
Change family and look forward to the
meaningful contributions she will bring to
the library and the wider Kelafo
community.

“When we organize books, we are
not just tidving the shelves, but we
are shaping ideas and hope.”

~ Deratu Aman Araso, Hope Librarian

ABOUT HOPE LIBRARY

E4 Change built the Hope Library in
2018 in Kelafo through a generous
donation from the Hansen family.
Presently, the library provides
community access to over 10,000
books and resources.

Hope Library has become a hub of
the community, with teachers
bringing their classes to the library
for basic reading instruction, and to
participate in read-a-thons.

In April 2024, approximately 400
levelled reading texts were brought
to Ethiopia to add to the collection
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FIRST LITERARY HUB SPONSORS

We are thrilled to announce that our first
Literacy Hub has been fully sponsored
by the Keithlin Family.

Their generous two-year sponsorship
provides comprehensive literacy
instruction for a cohort of adult learners
who will progress through the curriculum
and complete their journey by writing
the official Grade 2 National Exam. This
milestone not only affirms their hard
work but also gives each learner
confidence and a recognized credential
that can open future doors.

PRESS PAUSE INITIATIVE:
EXPANDING ADULT LITERACY
ACROSS KELAFO

Literacy changes lives---shaping
confidence, opening opportunities,
and strengthening families. This year,
E4 Change is committed to the
expansion of the adult literacy
program to additional villages. This
will create sustainable pathways of
education for women and men who
have long been excluded from formal
learning.

Each Literacy Hub also includes a
dedicated community outreach
worker, who plays an essential role
within the program. This team
member walks alongside families to
support conversations about early
marriage, female genital mutilation
(FGM), and the critical importance of
girls’ education. Through relationship-
building, dialogue, and advocacy, the
outreach worker helps ensure that
literacy becomes a catalyst for
extensive  social transformation
within the community.

“The Press Pause Initiative marks a new
chapter for FE4 Change---one that
strengthens our commitment to equity,
dignity, and opportunity for all. With
continued partnership and prayer, we look
forward to bringing hope-filled literacy to

even more villages across Kelafo.”
~ Dr. Lisa Devall-Martin, E4 Change President
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BREAK THE CYCLE OF
ILLITERACY

Ethiopia’s educational landscape is
complex and shaped by historical
instability,  political  challenges,
natural disasters, and entrenched
barriers to education---including
extremely low literacy rates.

Education 4 Change wants to change
all that by providing education for all
men and women in the Somali
region of Ethiopia---Shabelle, Jijiga
and Kelafo.

However, we cannot achieve this
goal without YOU!

This Christmas, give the
unforgettable gift of literacy.

Above: June 2025 literacy graduates

Your donations* will help fund E4
Change’s Adult Literacy Hubs,
providing:

e 2 Years of Basic Literacy of the
Somali Region Language and
Mathematics curriculum at a
Grade 1-2 level

e The hiring and support of 2
qualified teachers

For more information or to donate,
please visit our website at
education-4-change.org

OR call: 519-502-9753

*Donations are applicable for a government
tax receipt.

Happy) th'ida%ﬂ
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Above: Tigist Jemal Mohammad, E4 Change Program
Manager, educating on girls' menstrual hygiene health as part
of Erasing the Stigma For Good program

ERASING THE STIGMA FOR GOOD: ADDRESSING WOMEN'’S HEALTH

In 2024, Education 4 Change launched its Erase the Stigma For Good program,
which aims to provide reliable, reusable menstrual hygiene management (MHM) kits,
education, and support for girls in Ethiopia's Somali region; the kits are made by
local volunteers and are reusable. In 2025 alone, 3500 MHM kits were distributed in
the region alongside female health education. To date, 4500+ kits have been
distributed!

Over the past 18 months, E4 Change has partnered with Days for Girls Canada to
strengthen the program and its impact. Together, we have focused on equipping
communities with essential products and knowledge, supported by skilled outreach
workers who ensure accurate, respectful, and empowering education. Building on
this momentum and demonstrated impact, the partnership is preparing to move
into a new distribution phase from January 1, 2026, to April 30, 2026, with a target
of providing 1,000 additional MHM Kkits paired with comprehensive education
and ongoing professional support in the Somali Region of Ethiopia.


https://youtu.be/euPEIzYg74g
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EDUCATION 4 CHANGE

CHAMPIONS

The E4 Change board members
especially want to thank Meadowlands
Fellowship  Christian Reformed
Church of Ancaster for their generous
support in 2025! Their donations,
totalling more than $40,000
throughout the vyear, allowed E4
Change to continue their USAID project
called Erase the Stigma for Good in
partnership with Days for Girls.

Special thanks to Syd and Evelyn
Hielema of Ancaster for their
tireless commitment to our
partner, Days for Girls, in leading
the creation and collection of the
MHM Kits to ship them to Ethiopial!

BUDGET UPDATE

Estimated Budget for 2026: $46,000

Present Budget (end of 2025):
$7,089.00
e Minus designated funds for the
addition of two more literacy
hubs

This places E4 Change $-38,911
short of their goal for 2026

CONTACT US:

Web: https://education-4-change.org/
Phone: +1-226-581-1522
Email: office@education-4-change.org

Contact our Country Director Abdi
Maawiye in the Head Office (Addis

Ababa):
Phone: +251-114-627-485
Email: addisoffice@education-4-change.org

EDUCATION 4 CHANGE PARTNERS
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